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SEPTEMBER MONTHLY MEETING

Ten years of revealing “Lost” Cities and other
ancient secrets with Airborne Lidar.
Since 2009 researchers from the NSF National
Center for Airborne Laser Mapping
(NCALM), which is jointly operated by the
University of Houston and the University of
California at Berkeley, have aided
archeologists working in Mexico and Central
America to uncover what is hidden under the
dense forest canopies. Employing airborne
light detection and ranging or lidar for short
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NCALM’s maps have unveiled tens of
thousands of ancient Maya structures and,
hundreds of settlements, many of which were
previously unknown to modern science, and
built by the Maya and other cultural groups
through Mexico and Central America. In
addition lidar has contributed to mapping
ancient agricultural and irrigation systems
along with topographic modifications used as
for transportation and defensive mechanisms.
This evening Dr. Juan Carlos Fernandez-Diaz
of NCALM of the University of Houston will
provide an overview of lidar technology and
the many archaeological projects that
NCALM has undertaken which have enabled
a revolution in the way archaeologists identify
and map ancient human settlements.
This will open for a general audience.
Visitors are always welcomed. clgms.org

Dr. Juan Carlos Fernandez-Diaz
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MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 19 CLGMS MEETING
Theresa Lowdermilk gave a presentation on Healing Gemstones and their
meanings. She explained the Chakra colors and showed numerous pieces of
jewelry she has made over the years.
Mike Flannigan brought a large geological map of Big Bend National Park and a
club member picked it up for their collection.
John Caldyne gave a talk about some of his jewelry. One piece was a rare white
opal. Another was a silver ring he found and upgraded.
There were 2 new family memberships enrolled. The Treasurer was not present
since he is traveling.
The annual budget has been presented to the board. It is still under review
before being released to the membership.
Last year's show produced a net profit of $5,600. We plan to distribute $500 to
each of 3 schools at next month's meeting. Theresa Lowdermilk is developing a
list of supplies for schools/kids activities.
There will be 2 special events at the upcoming CLGMS rock show. One is the
Dino Guy, and the other is the Rock Food Table. Both have been popular in the
past. The $700 cost for the Rock Food Table was approved by the meeting
attendees. $300 of this goes to another rock club, and $400 to the couple that
run the Rock Food Table.
Next month's program will be "Airborne LIDAR of Ancient Cities" by a U of H
professor.
Door prizes were distributed and the meeting was closed.
CLGMS Board of Directors (BOD) meeting minutes, Sept, 2019:
1. 2019/2020 – Annual budget was updated to include the 3 x $500 School
donations to: K.E Little Elementary School, Louis G. Lobit Elementary
School and Bay Colony Elementary School.
2. Proposal to change the current fiscal year of Jan, 1st – Dec 31st to May, 1st
to April, 30th. This is to stream line the budgetary on scholarship amount
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and other school/library donations based on the annual show income. The
proposal will be discussed and accordance to the club’s Bylaws.
The price per table for the annual show will be increased to $100/table.
This is needed to cover the increasing the set up price by the PCC and 3rd
party company.
Posters and postcard for the 2020 annual show will be order soon,
hopefully they will be ready by the October general meeting and ready for
distributions.
The storage clean-up will be held sometime in October when the weather
is a little bit cooler – hopefully enough members will participate.
We also would like to start advertising about our club in Galveston county
news to attract more members and also to increase the attendance on our
annual show.
Ms. Annabel Brownfield is a longtime member and has been a very
valuable member to our club’s activities and other responsibilities – to
appreciate her valuable contribution to the club, the board decided to make
her a Lifetime Member. Annabel, thank you for your continue valuable
contribution the club.

The September birthstone is sapphire, which typically refers to the rich blue
gemstone variety of the mineral corundum, and this royal gemstone occurs in a
rainbow of hues.
Sapphires come in every color except red, which earns
the classification of rubies instead.
Sapphire is a precious gemstone, a variety of the
mineral corundum, consisting of aluminum oxide (αAl2O3) with trace amounts of elements such as iron,
titanium, chromium, copper, or magnesium
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Upcoming Program Listing - We are looking forward to programs.
2019 Program drafted listing is updated below with additional topics to make
this an exciting year.
Date of
Topic
Presented by
Program
September
Lidar
Juan Carlos Fernandez
16, 2019
Diaz, PhD
Senior Researcher
University of Houston
National Center for
Airborne Laser Mapping
ncalm.cive.uh.edu/
berkeley.edu
Airborne Operations
Coordinator /
Electronics Engineer
October 21,
2019

Magnetic Mars

November
18, 2019
December
16, 2019

Show and Tell

Christine Shupla, Lunar
and Planetary Institute,
Universities Space
Research Association,
Houston, Texas;
Open

Show and Tell

Open

Stillwell Ranch Field Trip
The last of the old-time rockhunting ranches has been closed. The wonderful
Stillwell Ranch has been divided and much of it has been sold. Included in the
sale is the old primitive campground and the hills in which we used to find
marvelous agate. The black tank area to the north of the big wash has been sold
as well.
The Stillwell Ranch is still open as a place to stay, with RV hookups, primitive
camping, and the store. There is another ranch in the area that has expressed an
interest in hosting rockhunters, and I intend to talk to them soon. I’ll let you
know as things progress. As for me, I’m in California for a while, but I may be
coming back to Texas to lead field trips in Fall 2019 as well as in Spring 2020,
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depending on what members want. Please let me know if you’d be interested in
Fall field trips, and when you’d like them. I don’t know yet if I’ll be able to do
Fall trips, but if I do, I’d like to do them when as many as possible can attend.
So send me an email that indicates when you’d consider coming out for hunts,
and how many people would be in your group.

I realize that this is all incredibly iffy, but the more I know about when y’all
would come out if everything comes together, the better I can plan. My husband
John is not doing all that well right now, but I believe the doctors are getting a
handle on it and he’ll be feeling better soon. The lower elevation seems to be
helping him breathe better, and his medicines need to be tweaked to what his
current condition is. Since I don’t think that I’ll be able to reopen my museum
soon, I am offering for sale some of the exhibit material, including the plume
agate ‘windows”. The windows are $2500.00 each, or $4500 for both. I also
have two other panels that have never been displayed, one of which is composed
of mostly local material, and the other of which is mostly Brazilian.
I’ve also still got agate buckets for the Walker and Singleton ranches, and
Stillwell, Ritchie, Larremore, East Needle Peak and other material as well.
Nothing will happen on that until I’m back in Texas, but the more I know about
what you want to purchase, the better I can accommodate you. I hope everyone
is having a wonderful summer! If you're rockhunting, or cutting previous finds,
I'd love to see photos of your rocks! Regards, Teri
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UPCOMING SHOWS AND PROGRAMS
SCFMS and MEMBER CLUB GEM SHOWS
Sept 14, 2019
Rockford, IL: Rock River
Valley Gem and Mineral
Society; Odd Fellows Club,
6219 Forest Hills Rd
Email:
tcdc78@comcast.net

Sept 21-22, 2019
Grand Junction, CO:
Annual show; Grand
Junction Gem &
Mineral Club; Mesa
County Fairgrounds,
2785 Hwy 50
www.grandjunctionrock
club.org

Nov 8-10, Humble, TX,
Houston G&MS,
Humble Civic Center,
https@//hgms.org

Nov 23-24, Mesquite,
TX, Dallas G&MS,
Mesquite Rodeo
Center
ExhibitionHall,
www.dallasgemand
mineral.org

STONEY STATEMENTS
Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society, Inc
PO BOX 891533
Houston, Texas 77289

Meeting 3rd Monday of the Month
7:00 P.M.
Clear Lake Park Building
5001 NASA Parkway, Seabrook, Texas

Member of

Next Annual Show
February 20-21, 2020
Pasadena Convention Center
CLGMS is on the Web:
http://www.clgms.org
2/20-21/2020

American
Federation of
Mineral Societies

South Central
Federation of Mineral
Societies
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Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society, Inc
MEMBER: American Federation of Mineralogical Societies and South Central Federation of Mineral Societies
PURPOSE: To promote education and popular interest in the various earth sciences; in particular in those hobbies
dealing with the art of lapidaries and the earth sciences of minerals, fossils and their associated fields.

2019 OFFICERS:

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Program Director
Board of Directors:
2020 Annual Show
Newsletter Editor

David Tjiok
John Caldyne
Trina Willoughby
Morgan Davies
Vince Barrows
Sandra Christiansen
John Caldyne
Jim Edwards
Sandra Christiansen
Vince Barrows

Show Chairman …………………... John Caldyne
Constitution & Bylaws……………..Sara Tanner
Community Benefits……………….Charlie Timme
Historian……………………………David Tjiok
Publicity……………………..……. Cyndi McGowen
Facebook……………………………Trina Willoughby

Sara Tanner
Donna Nelson
Jim Hawkins

Membership…………………Mike Flannigan
WWW System Admin.. …….Mike Flannigan
Refreshments………………..John Caldyne
Education/Field Trips……….Annabel Brownfield
Hands On……………………Theresa Lowdermilk

Membership Dues Jan. to Dec. 2019: Adult $15:00, $5.00 per additional adult at same address, Junior $5.00, $5.00 per member with
adult at same address, Family Dues $20.00 (4+) at same address. Send Dues to CLGMS, PO BOX 891533, Houston, TX, 77289

